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How to foster learner autonomy in language learning and language lifelong learning
has always been considered an imporant issue for the Language Centre of the
Université de Lausanne. Over the years, various learning environments have been
implemented, trying to reflect a learner centered approach. We would like to share
with you some of the issues resulting from our last shift: moving from a LMS to a
PLE-like structure. Namely, our major concern is to identify how it will impact the
teaching and learning processes.

Learning a language is specific in that it requires the stimulation of various operations
simultaneously (lexical, phonological, grammatical...), it confronts people from the
very beginning to high levels of expertise in the domain through unpredictable
communicative situations and the knowledge acquired is rapidly obsolete and lost if
not practiced on a regular basis. Additionally, according to the cultural experiences
(background) and plurilingual profile, everyone’s knowledge ASSETS are different.
Just as learning goals and needs might diverge from people to people. Hence, how
to foster learner autonomy in language learning and language lifelong learning have
always been considered a major issue for the Language Centre of the Université de
Lausanne.

The teaching structure at the Language Centre, constituted of 2 periods in group
work and 1 or 2 periods at the multimedia room with access to an online platform has
thus been conceived in such a way as to put the learner at the center of the learning,
providing him not only with linguistic and communicative activities but also with
learning strategies and support to help him manage his own learning.

Over the years, various learning environments have been implemented, trying to
reflect a learner centered approach. The learning device should provide learners with
access to reflexive tasks such as learning activities (online group activities, audio
exercises, CD-Rom), resources on learning strategies, European Language Portfolio
to document the learning process and self-assess it, and "just-in-time" tools that
might be required when working on a language (listing vocabulary, setting objectives,
searching for activities, contacting the tutor, personalized tools such as RSS feed,
dictionaries, taking notes).

In a constant preoccupation to improve the adequacy between the device and the
teaching philosophy, we have rethought the architecture of the online tools we offer
the learners. Indeed, we intend to move from a rigid LMS structure to a dynamic
PLE-like structure with the learner at the center of the system.

-> The question we would like to ask is: How would you react to such an
environment? Do you think it would help you manage your learning or on the
contrary, do you think it would disturb your learning process?



= The new interface is demo-ed by a Flash animation showing the principle
of a central working space surrounded by adaptable widgets.
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Answers and reactions of the participants:

1. One proposition: to provide a "current activity reminder" widget

2. Several participants would like to be able to display few or no widgets at all (single
button, eg.)

3. Five or so participants say they are already used to this kind of interface but not for
learning purposes; they probably would be curious and stimulated

4. Two middle-aged persons spotted out that they might need bigger display fonts;
describing themselves as conservative learners, they think they would get disturbed
by a PLE-like environment

5. Some people would not like to display widgets not necessary to their current
activity

6. Personalisation: widgets could be colour-coded; stored configurations

7. A good introduction should be provided to reduce the anxiety of not knowing how
to begin to learn/work

8. Someone reported that it would be better that our tools be usable in other
(unstructured) PLE - nice to integrate external tools but ...



